
For the Love of Legos 
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Many adults love playing with Legos, and some even 
belong to Lego groups and have Lego conventions. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (Achieve3000, July 29, 2010). 
Christopher Piccirillo thought he had grown out of 
playing with Legos when he was 14. Then, five years 
later, the colorful plastic building blocks started to draw 
him back in. Now, at the age of 26, Piccirillo's appetite 

for playing with Legos is healthier than that of many kids. 
 
What are Legos, and why do they hold such appeal? Legos are colorful plastic building blocks 
that snap together. They can be assembled and connected in many ways to construct objects. 
Lego projects can range from simple towers to ships, trains, castles, and more. Complex 
creations can include moving parts such as doors, wheels, and propellers. 
 
Piccirillo is one of a growing number of adults who are Lego enthusiasts. Known as Adult Fans 
of Lego—AFOLs, for short—they're often parents who grew up using the construction toy as 
the first and second generations of Lego users. (Lego, a Danish company, dates back to 1932. 
The plastic Lego brick was not available in the United States until the mid-1960s.) All grown 
up, AFOLs hold Lego conventions, organize group meetings, and buy and trade Lego bricks 
online. Michael McNally is Lego's North American leader of brand relations. He says that 
AFOLs account for roughly 5 percent of Lego sales. 
 
These adult fans regularly take Lego creations to a new level. Lego bricks are typically sold in 
sets with instruction manuals. But adult fans branch out, building giant model cities, life-size 
TV characters, and even abstract art. What these fans decide to build depends on their interests 
and personalities. 
 
"The possibilities [while building with Lego bricks] are endless," said Piccirillo. "You can go 
anywhere you want with it." 
 
AFOLs are proud of their creations. Showing them online is popular. Short Lego movies with 
Lego characters make up 2 percent of all videos on YouTube, the video Web site. Photos of 
Lego creations are common on Internet sites where people share Lego ideas. The creations can 
also be found at Lego conventions—and Lego officials take an interest. Adult fan Jamie Berard 
displayed his Lego Ferris wheel at a convention. The owner of the Lego Company was so 
impressed that he hired Berard as a product designer. 
 
Besides working for the company, there are other ways that Lego fans can turn their pastime 
into a career. 
 
Take Christopher Piccirillo. He runs a business that establishes after-school Lego clubs for kids. 



He has also created a community for fellow enthusiasts. Some members of the group host 
events, such as swaps of mini-figures (small Lego people). Others buy, sell, and trade Lego 
pieces online. 
 
Lego lover Jenn Wagner has a small business in Canada selling Lego parts and pieces. Wagner, 
42, became hooked on Legos about 10 years ago, after buying Star Wars Lego sets for her 
children. The purpose of her business is to help Wagner make enough money to buy more 
Legos for herself! 
 
For some AFOLs, working with Legos has its roots in childhood career dreams. 
 
"If you asked me when I was 12 what I was going to be when I grew up, I was going to be a 
master model builder," said Jonathan Bender. Bender is the author of the book Lego: A Love 
Story, which is all about AFOLs. Bender initially set out to write his book as an observer. But 
he quickly found himself swept up in the Lego world. "It just became apparent to me that you 
cannot be in a room with [Legos] and not want to play." 
 
Other AFOLs just want to be able to express themselves. Legos give them plenty of 
opportunities to be creative. As an animator for the movie company Pixar, Angus MacLane 
loves to use his imagination. So it was a thrill when MacLane, who worked on the film Toy 
Story 3, got to consult with Lego on its Toy Story products. MacLane says he is drawn to play 
with Legos in his spare time. He says that in some ways, building with these blocks is even 
more creative than his job. 
 
"I do have a creative job. But there are always creative compromises. And the work is mostly 
done sitting in front of a computer," MacLane says. "With [Legos]...the [only] limitations [are] 
what pieces I have in my Lego collection....I only build what I want, when I want to." 
 
The Associated Press contributed to this story. 
 
 
 
Dictionary 
abstract (adjective)    having lines, colors, and forms, but not objects that are easily recognized 
compromise (noun)    the settling of a matter in which neither side gets exactly what it wanted; both sides give in a little bit 
creation (noun)    something that a person makes 
enthusiast (noun)    fan 
mass (noun)    how much matter something has 
possibility (noun)    something that is possible 
 

 


